It is beginning to be seen, also, that man has a double nature and double interests; that he is a social being, as well as an individual; and that he cannot sin with impunity against the one nature any more than he can against the other. God has joined men together, and they cannot put themselves asunder. The ignorance, the depravity, the sufferings of one man, or of one class of men, must affect other men, and other classes of men, in spite of all the barriers of pride and selfishness which they may erect around themselves. The doctrine of impenetrability does not obtain in morals, however it may do in physics ; but, on the contrary, as gases afford mutually a vacuum to each other into which they rush, so the nature of every individual is a vacuum to the nature of society, and its influences, be they for good or be they for evil, interpenetrate him in spite of himself. It is clear, NO . XL?NEW SERIES.
b B therefore, tliat in this, as in everything else, the interest and the duty of society are common and inseparable. Idiocy is a fact in our history of momentous import. It is one of the many proofs of the immense space through which society has yet to advance before it even approaches to the perfection of civilization which is attainable. Idiots form one rank of that fearful host which is ever pressing upon society with its suffering, its miseries, and its crimes, and which society is ever trying to hold off at arm's length?to keep in quarantine, to shut up in gaols and almshouses, or, at least, to treat as a parish caste; but all in vain.
There are the paupers?a host in themselves; the drunkards, the vagabonds, the criminals, the insane, the blind, the deaf?all these together form a number, the proportion of which to the whole population is fearfully great, and the existence of which is a reproach to our civilization, for that existence implies gross ignorance and open violation of the laws of nature.
The moral to be drawn from the existence of the individual idiot is this:?he, or his parents, have so far violated the natural laws, so far marred the beautiful organism of the body, that it is an unfit instrument for the manifestation of the powers of the soul. The moral to be drawn from the prevalent existence of diocy in society is, that a very large class of persons ignore the conditions upon which alone health and reason are given to men, and consequently they sin in various ways; they disregard the conditions which should be observed in intermarriage; they overlook the hereditary transmission of certain morbid tendencies, or they pervert the natural appetites of the body into lusts of divers kinds?the natural emotions of the mind into fearful passions? and thus bring down the awful consequences of their own ignorance and sin upon the heads of their unoffending children. Idiocy is found in all civilized countiies, but it is not an evil necessarily inherent in society ; it is not an accident; and much less is it a special dispensation 
